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Military Support Group for Active Duty Military, Veterans, their Families and our Community 

 

THEIR ANGELS  

Who We Are 

Our Mission 

We want to support active duty 

Military personnel, Veterans, 

Wounded Warriors, their families 

and the community; through 

monthly packing, care packages, 

Veterans hospital visits, and  

ongoing community outreach. 

 Get Involved 

THEIR ANGELS MILITARY 

SUPPORT GROUP is a 501(c)(3) 

Non-profit  organization, 

located in Richmond, CA and  

was founded in October of 2004 

Tax ID #010903145 

There are many ways that  

someone could become 

 involved with Their Angels.   

The first Saturday of the 

month throughout the year, 

 hundreds of volunteers from 

 the San Francisco Bay Area 

 gather to pack 500+ Civilian- 

Rations (care packages) to  

express gratitude and  

appreciation for the service  

of our men and women in 

 uniform around the globe. 

A Message from the Board 

As we begin 2018, I want to personally thank you for 

all of the support given in 2017.  Each project has been 

a great success because of your efforts.  The  monthly 

packings, the visits with the Veterans in Martinez during the  

Veterans Day Celebration, Christmas Giveaway, and Christmas  

Celebration.  We look forward to this new year with even more  

opportunities to show our appreciation to our military personnel. 

                                         Marva Lyons 

                                   Founder, President  

Salute to Veterans Day Celebration 

Salute to Veterans Day sponsored by Chevron at the Craneway  

Pavilion in Richmond, was well attended by over 400 people.  

Channel 5 actually interviewed Marva and Mike, and they were  

able to share about Their Angels. 

Thanks to Nathaniel Pleasantbey from the Army Survivor Outreach 

Services Program and TA Volunteers for supporting  this event. 

Honor our Fallen 

Walk/Run to Remember  

Swinging  Blue Stars  

Editors 

 Gail Autry 

     Michelle Lewis 
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Their Angels’  

Community 

Update  

January  2018 

 

Of Contra Costa, hosted by Nathan Johnson 
is a monthly live call-in talk show, focusing 
on veteran issues as they transition to civil-
ian life.  The show is aired on the third  
Monday of each month at 7 pm on CCTV, 
COMAST Channel 27 or view online at 
www.contracosta.gov 

      “All gave some, some gave all” 

 

January 6, 2018 from 8:30-11:30 am. 
Hilltop Church of Christ 
3301 Morningside Drive 
Richmond, CA  94803 

Breakfast Fundraiser 2018  

Save  the  date:   

OPERATION VALENTINE 2018 

1,500 Valentine Notes & Cards Needed 

by  February 2, 2018  

No glitter please….. 

A friend and supporter of Their Angels, 
Nate Pleasantbey; Presidio of Monterey, 
Army Community Services, Survivor 
Outreach Services Coordinator, ex-
pressed his gratitude for the toys from 
our Holiday Toy Drive, and for the food 
assistance, Target, Walmart, and Apple-
bee’s gift cards totaling $210.00 donated 
to Ms.  Catherine Trevino’s Gold Star  
family. 

Toy Drive & 

 Gold Star Mother  

February  2018 

Veterans’ Voices  

Our Holiday Toy Drive was a true success 

making a difference in the lives of others.   

Virginia  “Gina” Anglin of the  New  Parent 

Support Home Visit,  Presidio of Monterey 

says, “my heart was warmed by the gener-

ous donation; it was able to help families 

that we serve that are in need.”  One family was a single 

service member with 3 children, another family had one  

of their paychecks delayed a month, yet another family 

were victims of domestic violence.  The remainder of the 

toys will be given to Children and Youth Services to dis-

tribute as they see the need.  

Gold  

Star  

Mother  

Mission Accomplished! 

As part of our 

mission, Their 

Angels supports 

our community 

in many ways. In 

November,  

Their Angels was 

able to support 

Hilltop Church of Christ during their 

annual free Community Thanksgiving 

event.  At the event, Marva was  

pleasantly surprised to meet Emari 

Scurlock, currently serving in the US 

Navy Emari shared how excited she 

was to meet Marva and expressed her 

gratitude for the care package she received from  

Their Angels. 

SU RP RI SE   

 Follow us on Facebook:   
 

Their Angels:  Military Support Group 

for updates on our latest activities and  
Military and Veterans’  

Support Resources! 

 

It’s amazing that we’ve touched the hearts 

of over 3,000 military personnel in 2017 

 We spent $2,563.91 in Postage 

 We sent 3,325 Civilian Rations  

 We sent 79 Flat Rate Care Packages  

Did you know? 

Thanks for all your support! 



Their Angels Military Support Group                                                                                   January  2018 

Their Angels’ Quarterly Newsletter                       www.theirangels.org                           theirangels@yahoo.com           3 

Christmas Stockings 

 to Verde Elementary School 

On December 18, 2017, the County Supervisor, Their 

Angels, and other local participating partners, united to show their 

support to Verde Elementary School, by giving the children and staff  

custom spirt hoodies,  books, and cool tote bags. 

They gathered hundreds of books so each child 

received a book with special thanks to Robin  

Wilson and  West County Reads.  Their Angels 

contributed and  donated 350 filled Christmas 

stockings to Verde Elementary School.  And yes, 

Mrs. Claus was there since Santa had to return 

to the North Pole to check on the elves! 

 

Holiday Caroling at Martinez Veteran’s Hospital  

Veterans Day Visit at  

Martinez Veteran’s Hospital  

The Martinez VA Hospital visit was a great success on December 16 
at 12 noon.  Many thanks to our Choir Director Kathye English, the 
volunteers, family and friends, and of course Santa Mark Cassettari 
of the Mounted Messengers of Antioch. 

Thanks for your support in joining us to thank our Veterans 
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 Stockings to the Richmond Center  

MS. Lyons: 
 
  Hello!  My name is SFC Laube and I am the Battalion Medical NCOIC for 
1-143rd FA, as well as the Medical PSG for HHB 1-143rd out of Richmond 
CA.  Both my troops and myself have been receiving packages from "Their 
Angels" and I wanted to personally thank you for your kindness.   
 
  Having spent many Holidays away I can tell you that while we are tough,  
it is not always easy, especially for our younger troops (of which we have 
many) to be away from home, friends and families.  Thoughtful gestures 
from back home can and do make a difference.  
 
  In case they forget to express their gratitude in their youthful state, allow 
me to speak on their behalf and say "Thank You and Merry Christmas!" 

“This is why what we do each 1st Saturday is so important!”   

Good Morning, 
 
I am contacting you today because I just happened to be on the receiving end of 6 boxes of 
care packages from your organization.  It was a very pleasant surprise for us especially 
around this time of year.  All of us here greatly appreciate all of the men, women, and chil-
dren that helped put these packages together for us.  I can tell the people that put these 
packages together took a lot of pride in what they were doing and that they also appreciate 
us very much.  We all here just wanted to make sure that they know we appreciate them 
just as much for everything they do for us and their families as well.  Who knows I'm sure 
quite a few of them will be taking our place one day.  Thank you so much for everything you 
are doing for us back home, we hope you had an amazing Thanksgiving and that you enjoy 
the rest of your year!  
 V/r  
557 Expeditionary Red Horse Squadron 

Letters from our soldiers…. 

Their Angels donated 50 Stockings filled with toys 

to the children at the Richmond Soup Kitchen 
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 How & Why I Became Involved  

 

Our son, Steven, enlisted in the US Army 9 years ago. I think that’s 2008.  At the time one of my dear 

friends, Linda Varonin, suggested I look in to volunteering for Their Angels. Linda is a long time friend 

and colleague of Marva Lyons. At the time we were living in Corte Madera, across the bay.  I remember 

that our first outing with Their Angels was to the Veteran’s Home in San Francisco.  From the first  

moment we were there and met Marva and the others we were hooked. Here was a wonderful group of 

folks that we wanted to give a part of. 

 

The next Saturday packing meeting we were there. Eventually I became the coordinator for the special  

packages we sent to soldiers deployed overseas. I had a lot of fun and satisfaction as I worked with and 

trained others to do the job. It was fun to try to figure out what items would be best for the boxes.  It 

was also fun and challenging to develop new ways of shipping the boxes using the USPS on line ship-

ping software. During that time our son was first in Korea and later in Afghanistan where he received 

those monthly care packages. No matter what was packed in those boxes, the special notes of  

encouragement remained his favorite! 

 

There are now new volunteers in charge of the special  

boxes, my son is still in the army, and I still attend 

Their Angels when I am able.  Why?  Their Angels is a 

wonderful group of people lead by an outstanding 

president and good friend, Marva Lyons. The work of 

Their Angels is still important as we bring encourage-

ment to those serving our nation in all branches of the 

military. 

 

   

By:  Steve and Beth Stewart  



Their Angels Military Support Group                                                                                   January  2018 

Their Angels’ Quarterly Newsletter                       www.theirangels.org                           theirangels@yahoo.com           6 

Their Angels’ Recipe Corner: 

From our Kitchen to Yours! 

Pumpkin Cake 

 

Ingredients 

1 large can pumpkin 

1 large can evaporated milk 

1 1/2 cup sugar 

2 eggs (beaten) 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon ginger 

 

Mix well, pour into buttered 9 x 13 pan 

 

Sprinkle 1 box of yellow (dry) cake mix over pumpkin 

mixture 

 

Pour one cup (2 cubes) melted butter over cake mix and 

sprinkle with 1 cup chopped walnuts 

 

Bake  in pre-heated 350 degree oven for one hour 

Submitted by   

Have a recipe to share?  Bring 

a copy to a Their Angels’  

packing or email it to 

gail.autry2@gmail.com 

Barbara Melton 
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 Expanding for Additional  

Their Angels Board Members  

Their Angels is expanding its Board of  Directors and seeks volunteers 

who would like to help with planning activities, representing Their Angels 

at community events by working the vender booth, and more!  We prom-

ise participation will not require much time.  The Board meets every fifth 

Saturday, which is just four to five times per year, with teleconference 

meetings in between as needed.  If you're interested, or would like more 

information about becoming one of Their Angels’ board members, please 

contact Susie Futak at Susanfutak@gmail.com, or any Board Member by 

January 31, 2018 for consideration. 
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DONATIONS NEEDED:   

Dry/Packaged drinks/tea/juices/coffee 

Packaged individual snacks 

Packaged candy (no chocolate please!) 

Handwritten notes/cards 

Seasonal cards 

Pens 

Individual Salt/Pepper Packets 

Disposable razors 

Granola bars 

Band-Aids         

Attend a monthly packing!   

Upcoming Dates 

Saturday, January 6th  

Saturday, February 3rd 

Saturday March 3rd 

Saturday, April  7th 

Time:  11 am—1 pm 

Address:  Hilltop Church of Christ 

3301 Morningside Drive 

Richmond, CA  94803 

Pledge a tax deductible  

donation to Their Angels by  

mail 2934 Hilltop Mall Road, 

Box 118, Richmond, CA  

94806 or electronically  

through our website. 

www.theirangels.org 

How Can You Help Their Angels? 

We are a proud member of eScrip!  Sign up for 
eScrip at www.escript.com to donate to Their 
Angels through your local stores.  (Food Max, 
Lucky, Save Mart, Piedmont Grocery, Mollie 
Stone’s, Oliver Market and many more) 

The AmazonSmile Foundation  
will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible 
purchases to  the charitable organiza-

tions selected by customers. 

Special thanks to both Ted Stuart and   
Susie Futak for sharing their story in our  
October issue, they were both so  
inspiring.  Special thanks to Donna 
Black’s Banana Bread recipe.   

Special Thanks! 

Please contact Marva Lyons at 

(510) 367-6083 or theirangels@yahoo.com 

for more details 

Troops received our  holiday care packages.  

Their Angels has  partnered with Operation  

Independence for 15 years. 


